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				Who Was Richard Nixon?

			

			Washington, DC

			On August 8, 1974, the most powerful man in the world was crying. President Richard Nixon was about to go on TV. At nine o’clock that night, he was going to announce to the nation that he would resign from the presidency. He had been caught in a terrible scandal. Congress was talking about putting him on trial. There was even a chance he could go to prison.

			Nixon had spent his whole life trying to be strong, bold, and brave. He said he never cried—not in public or in private. He never even let his wife or children see his emotions. But now he was crying so much, the makeup person could hardly get him ready for television.

			Just two years earlier, Richard Nixon had been reelected as president in a landslide victory. He won in every single state except Massachusetts. What had happened since then to make a president leave the White House in disgrace?
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					Richard Nixon (right) with Vice President Spiro Agnew

				
			
			The answer is the story of Watergate—a scandal that rocked the nation. It is a story of spying and wiretapping—and then covering it all up with money and lies. It is a story about men who committed serious crimes in order to win an election.

			But most of all, it is the tragic story of one man—Richard Nixon—who wanted to be good and wanted to achieve great things for America but somehow lost his way.

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 1

				Small Boy, Big Ideas

			

			Richard Milhous Nixon was born on January 9, 1913, on a small farm in Yorba Linda, California. His mother, Hannah, was very strict. She didn’t think it was right to drink alcohol, dance, or swear. All his life, Richard would call his mother a saint. But she was a quiet, cold woman who never showed her children much affection.
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					Nixon family, 1917

				
			
			Richard’s father, Frank, was the opposite. Frank Nixon had never gone to high school. He was a loud man who bullied his sons. But he loved to discuss politics with young Richard.

			Richard had four brothers. Two of them died young from illnesses. Richard, the second oldest, was extremely smart. His teachers skipped him ahead from first grade to third.

			He also loved music from an early age. He took piano and violin lessons, and he later learned to play the clarinet, saxophone, and accordion.
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			When the family farm failed, the Nixons moved to Whittier, California. Richard was nine at the time. His father opened a gas station and grocery store in town. Every day before school, Richard had to get up at four to buy vegetables for the store.

			In high school, Richard got excellent grades. He tried hard to fit in. But he was shy, clumsy, and not very popular.

			The one thing Richard excelled at was public speaking. He was a star of the debate team. In a debate two people take opposing sides in discussing an important issue. He also had a part in the school play.
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			After high school, Richard was accepted at one of the best colleges in the country—Harvard University. But his family couldn’t afford it. So Richard stayed home and attended Whittier College instead. The students from the richest families belonged to a club called the Franklin Society. When Richard tried to join it, the Franklins rejected him.

			Hurt by being snubbed, Richard formed his own club. In those days, black students were almost never accepted in clubs run by white students. But Richard’s club made sure everyone was welcome.

			After graduation, Richard got a full scholarship to attend Duke University School of Law in North Carolina. The beautiful buildings on campus looked like castles to him. He didn’t live in a fancy dorm, though. He lived in a shack with no heat and no bathroom!
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					Duke University School of Law

				
			
			Richard had to work hard in law school. And he graduated in the top of his class.
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			Nevertheless, when he went to New York City to apply for a job, all the best law firms turned him down. Why? He hadn’t gone to an Ivy League school—like Harvard or Yale. Once again, Richard was being snubbed. He never got over how it felt to be rejected by one group and then another.

			In 1937, Richard went home to Whittier and fell into a slump. Now what? How could a smart young man make a name for himself if no one would give him a chance?

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 2

				Toughening Up

			

			Richard Nixon was a fighter at heart, so pretty soon he was back on his feet. Nixon believed that it didn’t matter how many times he got knocked down. What mattered was getting up again.

			He got a job at a law firm in Whittier. In a little more than a year, he was a partner with his name on the door. He became well known in town and well respected.
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			For fun, he got involved with an amateur theater group. One day, he saw a beautiful redhead named Pat Ryan. Richard fell in love with her and asked her out on a date.
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			“I’m very busy,” Pat said.

			“You shouldn’t say that,” Richard joked, “because someday I am going to marry you!”

			Pat just laughed. She kept turning him down. But he wouldn’t give up. In time, they started dating. Sure enough, on June 21, 1940, they were married.

			In December of the next year, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. It meant that the United States was going to war.

			Richard and Pat Nixon moved to Washington, DC. He had lined up a job working for the government. But after eight months, Richard Nixon wanted to do more than just sit at a desk. He wanted to help the United States win World War II.

			So Richard joined the Navy as an officer. Eventually, he was sent to an island in the South Pacific. His job was to take care of supplies for bomber pilots.
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			He was good at his job. He even managed to get some extra supplies for the men. Nixon set up a hamburger stand with free beer and burgers. His nickname was “Nick” Nixon, so he called it Nick’s Hamburger Stand. (Later, Richard would be called “Dick” by all who knew him.)
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				World War II (1939–1945)

				World War II started in 1939 when Nazi Germany invaded Poland. England and France declared war on Germany two days later. Germany was led by Adolf Hitler, who wanted to take over Europe. The war spread beyond Europe to Africa.

				
					
						[image: ]
					

					
						Adolf Hitler

					
				
				At the same time, Japan was at war with China. (Japan was also an ally of the Nazis.) America didn’t join the war until Japan bombed American ships in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. World War II ended in early September 1945.
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						Pearl Harbor attack, 1941

					
				
			
			As a boy, Richard had never drunk liquor, smoked, or used curse words. And he certainly didn’t bet on card games. But in the Navy, he was no longer so strict with himself. He began to swear like the other men. He drank a little. And he became so good at poker, he won thousands of dollars.
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			Finally, in September 1945, the war was over.

			A few weeks later, Richard got a letter from an important businessman back home. Would Richard like to come back to California and run for Congress as a Republican?
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			Of course he would! Richard loved politics. Here was a good place to start. That was, if Pat agreed. And she did.

			Once back in California, Richard worked hard to learn everything about politics. He also took advice from Murray Chotiner, a political adviser. Chotiner told Richard to get “dirt”—embarrassing information—on his opponent, Jerry Voorhis. Richard couldn’t find any dirt on Voorhis, so he bent the truth instead. When he debated Voorhis, Richard twisted the facts to make it sound like Voorhis was in favor of things he was actually against. It was a sneaky, underhanded way to win the debate.

			
				Republicans and Democrats: What’s the Difference?
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						Democratic donkey and Republican elephant

					
				
				Today there are two main political parties in the United States. Their members hold different views on how the country should be governed. Republicans believe in fewer government programs and lower taxes. Democrats believe that having more government programs and higher taxes for wealthy Americans can help the poor. Republicans are called conservatives and Democrats are called liberals.

			
			In February, after the Nixons’ first daughter, Tricia, was born, Pat plunged into the campaign. She attended almost every rally.
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			On November 5, 1946, Richard was elected to Congress. He later wrote that he and Pat were happier about this victory than they would ever be again in his whole career.

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 3

				Life in Washington

			

			When he got to Washington, Richard was given the worst office a congressman could get. It was in the attic! But he was seen as one of the bright young stars among the new congressmen. Another was a good-looking first-year Democratic congressman from Massachusetts. His name was John Fitzgerald Kennedy.
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						John Fitzgerald Kennedy

					
				
			

			John was rich, glamorous, and worldly. Plus, he had a Harvard degree. He was everything that Richard was not.

			That first year in Washington, Dick and Pat Nixon were invited to a fancy party at the home of a wealthy member of Congress. They didn’t know what to wear. When they showed up, the Nixons weren’t nearly as dressed up as everybody else.
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			Still, the congressmen at the party were impressed with young Richard. They chose him to be part of a group traveling to Europe to talk to world leaders. After the trip, they would advise Congress about the country’s relationship with Europe now that the war was over. This was what Richard wanted most of all. He loved foreign affairs—making decisions about how the United States should deal with other countries.

			The committee sailed to Europe on a huge ocean liner called the Queen Mary. Richard had tea with the prime minister of England. He toured all the major capital cities of Europe and saw the damage World War II had done. Many cities were still in rubble. He also saw that many people were hungry and out of work.
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			By the time he came home, Richard was convinced that the United States should help Europe get back on its feet. He voted in favor of giving money—foreign aid—so the European countries could rebuild. Richard thought it was the right thing to do. He also believed it was the best way to stop the spread of communism.

			In Congress, there was a committee whose main job was to investigate Americans who might be communist spies. It was called the House Un-American Activities Committee—HUAC for short. HUAC, however, went way overboard looking for communists. They accused many Hollywood celebrities and others of being “Reds”—a nickname for communists. HUAC demanded that these people rat on their friends. Many people’s careers were ruined. It was a shameful time in American history.

			At the end of 1947, Richard was appointed to HUAC. He was brought in to make sure the committee followed the law and caught some real spies. He grew famous for going after a man named Alger Hiss. Hiss was a model citizen. He worked high up in the government. No one could believe he was a Russian spy.
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					Alger Hiss

				
			
			
				Communism

				Communism is a system of government based on the idea that everyone should share the wealth. There shouldn’t be any rich people or any poor people. In communist countries, individual people don’t own businesses—everything is owned by the government. Communism is the opposite of capitalism—the system we use in the United States. With capitalism, people own the businesses. Some people get rich while many workers remain poor.

				In the 1930s and ’40s, many smart, educated people in the United States joined the Communist Party. They thought the system seemed fair. Most Americans, though, were against communism. Russia was a communist country—and Russia was taking over other countries to form the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR, or Soviet Union). Americans feared that the Soviets might want to take over the United States someday. By the late 1940s and ’50s, many people thought that anyone in the United States who was a communist was un-American.
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			Richard thought Alger Hiss was lying. He questioned Hiss during hearings that were held on TV. Richard was like a dog with a bone, who wouldn’t give it up.

			In the end, Hiss was found guilty of lying under oath—perjury—which is a crime. He went to jail for more than three years. His reputation was ruined.

			But in some ways, Richard Nixon’s reputation was damaged, too. Sure, everyone knew who Richard Nixon was. But many Washington insiders—especially liberals who had gone to Ivy League schools—thought Richard was on a witch hunt and had ruined Hiss’s life unfairly.

			What was the truth about the Alger Hiss case? To this day, experts aren’t sure. But there is a lot of evidence that Richard was right. Alger Hiss may have been passing secrets to the Russians.

			That year—1948—was a big year for the Nixons in another way, too. Pat gave birth to their second child, Julie. Now their family was complete.

			But the excitement wasn’t over.

			Richard Nixon’s life in the spotlight was just getting started.
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				CHAPTER 4

				Scandal

			

			Now that he was famous, Richard Nixon wanted greater things for himself. Being a congressman was satisfying work. Being a US senator would be even better.

			In 1950, he decided to run for the Senate in California.
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						Helen Gahagan Douglas

					
				
			

			His Democratic opponent was a woman named Helen Gahagan Douglas. He called her “the Pink Lady.” By that, he meant she might be a “Red,” or a communist. He thought calling her that would help him win votes.

			But Helen came up with a mean nickname for Nixon, as well. She called him “Tricky Dick.” It stuck with him for the rest of his life.

			During the campaign, Richard drove ten thousand miles all over California to meet with voters. Pat went with him. On election night, Richard won by more than twenty points—a huge win. He celebrated by playing the piano at all the victory parties.
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			But back in Washington, DC, Richard was still unpopular with the in-crowd. They wouldn’t forgive him for being a “Red hunter”—chasing after supposed communists. Cartoonists made fun of Richard in the newspaper. And at one dinner party, a rich, famous Democrat walked out when he saw that Richard was a guest.

			So Richard kept mostly to himself. He had only a couple of close friends. One of them was Bebe Rebozo. Bebe lived in Florida and took Richard fishing. The other close friend was his secretary, Rose Mary Woods. She was like a part of the family. She became very close to Pat.

			In the summer of 1950—before even winning his Senate seat—Richard was invited to Bohemian Grove. Bohemian Grove was a huge, secret men’s campground in Northern California. The members of the club included the richest and most powerful men in the world. They met every year in July to have fun. Sometimes they discussed political deals, too.
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						Dwight D. Eisenhower

					
				
			

			That year, Dwight D. Eisenhower came to Bohemian Grove. Eisenhower had been an important general during World War II. He was a national hero. Eisenhower—“Ike” for short—was planning to run as the Republican candidate for president in 1952. He was looking for someone to be his vice president.

			Could Richard Nixon be the one? Bohemian Grove was a chance for Ike to look Richard over. And Nixon seemed to pass the test.

			As time went on, the two didn’t exactly get along—but it didn’t matter. Ike needed Richard as an “attack dog” on the campaign trail, going after his opponents. So he chose Richard to run as his vice president. Richard did his job. He attacked Ike’s opponent, calling him a “waltzing mouse.” He also called the Democratic president a traitor. Even some of Richard’s supporters thought he had gone too far.

			Then suddenly, in September 1952, Richard Nixon was under attack.

			The New York Post ran a story that said he had a secret fund of more than $18,000. Rich Republicans had given him the money. The article made it sound like Richard used the money to buy expensive things—and owed the rich people favors in return.

			The story was not fair. Wealthy donors had given money to Richard Nixon’s campaign. But Richard wasn’t spending it on expensive clothes or jewelry. He was using it to travel around the country, getting people to vote for Ike.

			Still, the story created a scandal. Crowds began to heckle Richard at campaign rallies. They threw coins at him as if to say, “Here—take our money, too!”
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			Within a few days, newspaper articles and Ike’s advisers were calling for Richard to quit the ticket. He got the feeling Ike wanted him gone, too.

			Should he quit? Richard was a fighter, and so was Pat. Pat told him not to give up.

			Then some other Republican leaders came up with an idea. They told Richard to go on TV and give a speech to the country, explaining everything.

			On the night of September 23, 1952, Richard made a speech on NBC Television. Television was still very new in 1952. Most people didn’t own a TV. Still, nearly half the country watched Richard or heard him on the radio.
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			In the speech, Richard explained that he and Pat weren’t rich. They lived very simply, Richard said, even borrowing money from his parents. He explained that Pat didn’t have a mink coat—only a “respectable Republican cloth coat.”

			At the end of the speech, he admitted that he had accepted one gift as a politician. It was a black-and-white cocker spaniel puppy named Checkers. A man in Texas had sent it when he heard that Richard’s daughters wanted a dog. Richard ended by saying his family planned to keep the dog, no matter what anyone said.

			The TV speech became known as the Checkers speech.
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			When it was over, the NBC cameramen were crying. And the phones at NBC started ringing. People from all over the country called and sent telegrams. They were almost all in favor of Richard!

			Once Ike saw how the public reacted, he was happy. He rushed to meet Richard on a plane. “You’re my boy!” Ike said.

			When the election was held that November, Ike and Richard won in a landslide.
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			The day he was sworn in as vice president, Richard’s mother gave him a note. It said she was proud of him. She also told him to remember to stay true to his religion—that, for his mother, was the most important thing of all.

			Richard kept the note in his wallet for the rest of his life.

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 5

				The World Stage

			

			Richard Nixon had always wanted to deal with other world leaders. Now, as vice president, it was his job to do just that.

			Ike sent his young vice president to Asia in 1953. At home in the United States, Richard still seemed awkward around people, but overseas, he was very popular. Leaders in foreign countries thought he was charming. They also liked that Richard treated them with respect.

			In 1956, President Eisenhower and Richard Nixon won a second term in the White House. It was another landslide victory.

			Two years later, Ike sent Richard on another important trip—this time to Latin America. It was supposed to be a “goodwill” tour to show different countries that the United States was their friend.
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					The Eisenhowers and the Nixons

				
			
			The trip was a terrible experience. Many Latin American countries were beginning to hate the United States. Student protesters filled the streets. They shouted and threw rocks at Richard and spit in his face. Why? Because the American government had tried to overthrow the governments of certain Central American countries. And companies from the United States were trying to take over in the region.

			The police told Vice President Nixon to stay away from the angry crowds. But Richard never backed down from a fight. So he plunged into the crowds in Peru. He tried to speak calmly to the protesters. It worked for a moment. Then someone threw a rock. It hit a Secret Service agent’s face—a man who was protecting the vice president. When another man spit at Richard, Richard kicked him in the shins!
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			In Venezuela, the protests were worse. As he and Pat arrived at the airport, the crowds spit on them from a balcony. At first, Richard thought it was raining. Then he realized that gobs of spit were landing on his clothes. He and Pat hurried into a limousine and tried to drive away. But they couldn’t escape. The road was blocked with hundreds of people surrounding the car. Protesters threw rocks and smashed the glass with crowbars. They rocked the car back and forth, trying to turn it over. Richard thought he and Pat were going to die.

			
				[image: ]
			

			But when a Secret Service agent took out his gun, Richard stopped him. He told the Secret Service not to shoot unless they dragged him out of the car—and even then, “only if I tell you.”

			Finally, they were able to drive away to safety.

			When Pat and Richard Nixon returned to the United States, they were greeted like heroes. President Eisenhower went to the airport himself. So did all the leaders of government and about fifteen thousand other people. Everyone admired how well Richard had handled a dangerous situation.
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						Nikita Khrushchev

					
				
			

			But Richard’s biggest foreign trip was still yet to come. In 1959, Ike sent Nixon to Moscow, Russia, to meet Nikita Khrushchev, the nation’s communist leader. Americans were a little bit afraid of Khrushchev because he had once said, “We will bury you.” Khrushchev meant that communism would win out over American capitalism.

			Richard prepared for the trip the way he had always prepared for debates—by studying. Only this time, he studied for six months! When he met Khrushchev in person, he was able to argue calmly and coolly about the American way of life.

			Richard was so happy, he had a few drinks that night. Then he and Khrushchev both threw their vodka glasses into the fireplace. Smash! It’s what Russians often did at big celebrations.

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				The Cold War
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				The decades-long tension between the United States and the Soviet Union was known as the Cold War. There were no actual battles, but the two nations were enemies. There was always the danger of a real war breaking out—one that might be fought with atomic bombs. The Cold War ended in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed.
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			After the trip to Moscow, Richard was more popular in America than ever. He was on the cover of TIME magazine. He was only forty-six years old. It seemed like Richard Nixon was heading to become the next president of the United States.

			What could possibly go wrong?

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 6

				Loser

			

			Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy had known each other a long time. And although they were political opponents, the two men had never been enemies. John had invited Richard and Pat Nixon to his wedding. The next year, John was dangerously sick in the hospital. Richard had gone to see him. Richard was so shaken by the visit, he left almost in tears.
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			But in 1960, they were running against each other to be the next president of the United States.
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						Jacqueline Kennedy

					
				
			

			Richard knew that John would be tough to beat. John was a popular senator from Massachusetts. He believed that government should do more to help people in need. He also had a glamorous young wife, a beautiful little girl, and a million-dollar smile. However, he was Catholic. In those days, some people thought a Catholic president might be more loyal to the Pope than to the United States.

			Richard decided the best way to beat John was by working harder. He announced that he would visit every one of the fifty states during his campaign. It was a grand promise. It also turned out to be a terrible mistake.

			Why? Richard had agreed to debate John—on television. The presidential debates had never been televised before. Millions of people would watch. It could swing the election one way or the other.

			But right before the first debate, Richard had been racing around the country, trying to keep his campaign promise. He visited twenty-five states in just fourteen days. On the trip, he injured his knee and was hospitalized for two weeks. By the time the debates came along, Richard was exhausted and losing weight. He looked terrible.

			John, on the other hand, looked healthy, relaxed, and tan. He spent the time before the first debate resting and listening to music.

			Nearly half the country watched the debates on TV—more than seventy million people. Many thought Richard did a good job answering the questions. But he looked bad and was sweating under the hot TV lights.
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			Also, John was willing to play dirty tricks on his rivals, just as Richard had. John spread around money, paying people to get out the vote on election day.

			But the biggest reason John did so well was that he won over black voters. In October 1960, right before the election, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was arrested in Atlanta. He was taken to jail in handcuffs after a protest for civil rights. John called Coretta Scott King, Dr. King’s wife, to show his concern—and let the newspapers know he had called her. Then John’s brother Robert worked behind the scenes to get Dr. King released.
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					Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. arrested in 1960

				
			
			Richard, on the other hand, didn’t speak up. He said nothing about Dr. King’s arrest. He had always believed in equal rights, but he was afraid of losing votes from racist white southerners. His silence hurt him in the election.

			Election Day was November 8. It was going to be a close one. Not all votes were counted till early the next morning. More than sixty-eight million votes were cast nationwide. John won by only a little more than one hundred thousand votes. It was so close.
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			Richard was bitter about losing. Some people thought he should challenge the results. Even President Eisenhower thought so. But Richard wanted to lose like a gentleman, with dignity. He told Kennedy he wouldn’t put up a fight.

			Two years later, Richard was asked to run for governor of California. He agreed, but his heart wasn’t in it. He lost the election to a Democrat named Pat Brown.

			The next morning, Richard went to a hotel ballroom where the press was gathered. He made a short speech. It was a speech that would be famous for years to come. He said to the reporters, “Just think how much you’re going to be missing. You don’t have Nixon to kick around anymore—because, gentlemen, this is my last press conference.”

			It seemed like Richard Nixon was quitting politics for good.
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				CHAPTER 7

				Comeback

			

			In 1963, Richard and Pat Nixon moved to New York City. He started practicing law again. He was making much more money. They lived in a beautiful apartment.
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						Lyndon B. Johnson

					
				
			

			Richard said he would never run for office again. And most people thought if he did run, he would never win. But the world was about to change in ways no one could have foreseen.

			In 1963, President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed in Dallas, Texas. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson took over as president. The next fall, Johnson ran for the presidency in his own right and won in a landslide.

			Soon after that, the war in Vietnam heated up—and that changed everything.

			By 1965, Richard was getting antsy. He began to make lists on yellow legal pads. It was a lifelong habit. On his birthday in 1965, he made a list of New Year’s resolutions. First on the list was “Set great goals.”

			He probably knew right then that he wanted to run for president again.
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						Charles de Gaulle

					
				
			

			In 1967, to get ready for the next election, Richard began to travel around the world. He wanted to meet the world leaders who were in charge now. His favorite was Charles de Gaulle, the president of France.

			
				The Vietnam War
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				The war in Vietnam began in 1954 and lasted twenty years. At first, it was a war between North and South Vietnam. Then communist countries joined in to help North Vietnam. The United States entered the war to stop the spread of communism and help South Vietnam.

				By the late 1960s, people in the United States were very divided between those in favor of the war and those against. As President Johnson kept sending more troops to fight, college students protested. Why were we fighting a war half a world away? By 1970, most Americans thought the war had been a mistake.

				In the end, America did not win in Vietnam, and fifty-eight thousand American soldiers—and three million Vietnamese—died.
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			De Gaulle had given Richard some important advice. He told Richard to “open” China. At that time, China was a closed, communist country. It did not have any contact with Europe or the United States. De Gaulle said if the United States became friendlier with China, it would take power away from Russia. It would be a smart move.

			But first, Richard would have to win the election.

			The 1968 presidential election campaign was filled with drama and tragedy.

			First, the drama: President Johnson shocked America by saying he wouldn’t run again. The tragedy was the assassination of JFK’s brother Robert F. “Bobby” Kennedy. He had stepped in to try to win the Democratic nomination for president. But he was shot in a hotel in Los Angeles. He died the next morning. The whole nation grieved.

			With Bobby Kennedy dead, the nomination was up for grabs. Protesters showed up in Chicago at the Democratic National Convention. That was where the Democrats would choose their candidate for president. The protesters were peaceful, but the mayor of Chicago wanted them gone. Police with riot gear and tear gas came at protesters. There was chaos in the streets with hundreds injured.
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					Robert “Bobby” Kennedy, 1968

				
			
			In the end, Hubert Humphrey, who had been Johnson’s vice president, was chosen to be the Democratic candidate. That’s who Richard would have to beat. Richard made a campaign promise that if he won, he would end the war in Vietnam.

			Then Richard put together a team of men to help him get elected. One of them was H. R. Haldeman. He was picked to run the campaign. Richard told Haldeman that the campaign was “an all-out war.” In other words, Haldeman could use plenty of dirty tricks to win.

			On election night, the results came in slowly, as usual.

			Finally, at eight thirty the next morning, Richard was declared the winner over Humphrey, although not by much.

			Richard Nixon was thrilled. He went home to his apartment on Fifth Avenue in New York. Then he opened the windows wide and put on some music—his favorite. It was a piece from Victory at Sea. Richard wanted everyone to hear the triumphant music on the streets outside.

			In January 1969, he was sworn into office and the Nixon family moved into the White House. That night, he asked the White House staff to turn on every single light in the whole mansion. It was his way of celebrating. It was also his way of announcing to Washington, DC, that Richard Nixon was back and here to stay.
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				CHAPTER 8

				President!

			

			Before Richard Nixon went to sleep in the White House for the first time, he peeked under the bed. There was a nest of wires and cables underneath. Some were hooked up to recording equipment—Lyndon Johnson had had the White House bugged. Richard told his staff to tear all of that stuff out. Then he got to work on the things that mattered most to him.
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			He toured the world again to meet with foreign leaders. He especially wanted to talk to Charles de Gaulle. Richard hoped to start peace talks in Paris that would end the war in Vietnam.

			Meanwhile, antiwar protesters often stood outside the White House chanting and yelling. They held up signs. Richard could hear them from his bedroom. He knew they blamed him for not ending the war.
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			In the middle of the protests late one night, Richard decided to drive to the Lincoln Memorial. He took a personal staff member, Manolo, with him. The memorial houses a larger-than-life statue of Abraham Lincoln. At night, it is lit up.
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					Lincoln Memorial

				
			
			Richard walked up the steps at five in the morning, just before the sun was coming up. Student protesters were gathered there. They were shocked to see the president of the United States appear out of the blue.
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			Richard tried to explain to them that he was doing the best he could to end the war. He explained that he hated war. But when the newspapers heard about the story, they reported that Richard was foolish and out of touch. They made fun of Richard and said he had ignored what the protesters wanted to talk about.

			Unlike the protesters, most of the people in the country thought Richard was doing a good job. Richard called those people the “Silent Majority.” He meant that most of the country didn’t speak up—they were silent—but they approved of him. In some ways, Richard was right.

			During his first four years, Richard did many positive things for the country. He created the Environmental Protection Agency (the EPA) to keep the environment safe. He signed new versions of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. He also passed laws to keep workers safer and healthier on the job. He started a War on Cancer to help scientists find a cure for the disease. And he made sure that schools were desegregated. That meant black children and white children would attend the same schools.
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					First Earth Day celebration, 1970

				
			
			In June 1971, Tricia Nixon got married in the Rose Garden at the White House. It was a joyful event—one of the happiest times of Richard’s first four years.
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				Elvis at the White House
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				On December 21, 1970, a famous rock ’n’ roll singer showed up at one of the guardhouse gates at the White House. It was Elvis Presley! He wanted to see the president. Richard decided to let him in. Elvis had brought a gift for the president—a loaded gun! But the Secret Service took it away from him. Elvis said he wanted to be a narcotics agent in the War on Drugs—and he wanted a narc badge. Richard agreed to give him one. Then Elvis hugged him, and they had their picture taken together.

			
			Out of the public’s view, Richard was also working to open a relationship with China. He asked Henry Kissinger, one of his top advisers, to get secret messages to the Chinese leaders offering to have talks. Finally, in 1972, Richard Nixon made the trip to China. He was the first American president ever to visit China and offer to begin trading with the communist country. Many people around the world praised Richard for this brave, bold move.
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					Richard with Communist Party Chairman Mao Zedong in China, 1972

				
			
			Later that year, Richard went to Moscow to meet with the Soviet leaders. It was the first time an American president had visited Russia’s capital city.

			Still, Richard was hated by the Washington insiders—the press, many longtime politicians, and especially the Democrats. He was mocked in the newspapers. More and more, he kept to himself. Many nights, he ate dinner alone. He refused to see members of Congress. He lashed out at people and lost his temper more often.
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			He also began to keep a list of enemies. He wanted to get back at them. Some were senators. Others were reporters and newspaper owners.

			Richard turned to his closest staff members for help. H. R. Haldeman was now his chief of staff. John Ehrlichman was an assistant to the president. Rose Mary Woods was still his trusted secretary and friend.

			In 1971, Richard Nixon asked them to set up a taping system so he could record conversations in the White House. He also got the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) to bug the phones of four news reporters—and thirteen people on his own White House staff!

			And that was only the beginning. Tricky Dick was just getting started.

		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 9

				Dirty Tricks
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						IRS symbol

					
				
			

			When Richard started spying on his enemies, he had to know it was wrong. It is against the law to use the government’s spying power on people who haven’t committed crimes. Yet Richard asked Haldeman and Ehrlichman to figure out a way to spy on the hippies and antiwar protesters who spoke out against him. And he wanted the IRS—the government tax agency—to go after his enemies by looking at their tax returns. Richard claimed that Presidents Kennedy and Johnson had done the same thing to him and to his friends. Now it was his turn to get even.

			Haldeman and Ehrlichman were pretty much running the White House. They knew that sometimes the best plan was to ignore whatever the president asked them to do. Richard was known for being hotheaded at times. He would give an order, then change his mind the next day.

			Unfortunately, not everyone knew it was okay to ignore the president’s orders. John Dean, a young lawyer at the White House, wasn’t aware of that. And neither were three other men who had been brought in to do dirty tricks. Their names were G. Gordon Liddy, E. Howard Hunt Jr., and Chuck Colson.

			Liddy had been in the FBI. He loved to talk about violence. Sometimes, he would put his hand in a flame to prove how tough he was.
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					John Dean and G. Gordon Liddy
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					E. Howard Hunt Jr. and Chuck Colson

				
			
			E. Howard Hunt Jr. had worked at the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency), which handled spying missions overseas. Hunt, however, was sort of a bumbler. The CIA had wanted to get rid of him.

			Chuck Colson was an ex-marine who couldn’t wait to pull some dirty tricks.

			Together Liddy, Hunt, and Colson came up with wild schemes they thought Richard would like. Liddy wanted to kidnap war protesters, drug them, and take them to Mexico! He and Hunt also spied on JFK’s brother, Senator Ted Kennedy.

			They got into trouble when they tried to help Richard with a famous case called the Pentagon Papers.
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			In 1971, Daniel Ellsberg took some secret papers from the Pentagon, where he had worked, and gave them to the New York Times. The Pentagon Papers showed that US presidents had been lying to Americans about winning the war in Vietnam.

			Richard tried to stop the newspaper from printing the story. He took the Times to court. But the Supreme Court said the president was wrong to interfere with freedom of the press. Newspapers were allowed to print the Pentagon Papers.

			After that Liddy and Hunt came up with a dirty trick against Ellsberg. They broke into Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office to find out secrets about him.

			Richard didn’t know about most of the dirty tricks in advance. And he didn’t give his approval. But he had asked Haldeman and Ehrlichman to do a lot of illegal things—including spying on Democrats. No one knew when to say no or how to stop.
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						George McGovern

					
				
			

			In 1972, the dirty tricks spread to the election that was coming up that November. Richard was running for his second term as president. His opponent was Senator George McGovern. Richard wanted to be sure of victory. His staff knew that he was okay with them playing dirty tricks on the Democrats.

			So Haldeman approved giving money from the reelection campaign to Liddy and Hunt. Three hundred thousand dollars! They could use it however they wanted.

			On the night of May 26, 1972, Richard Nixon was in Moscow talking to the Russians. At the same time, G. Gordon Liddy and E. Howard Hunt Jr. were in Washington, DC, at the Watergate Hotel.

			They were planning a crime that would ruin not only Richard Nixon’s presidency, but Americans’ faith in their government.
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					Watergate complex

				
			
		

	
		
			
				CHAPTER 10

				Watergate

			

			The plan was to send burglars to break into the headquarters of the DNC, the Democratic National Committee. The DNC offices were in the Watergate complex. That’s where Democrats ran the presidential campaign for George McGovern.

			The burglars were supposed to plant bugs on the office phones so Richard’s team could listen to everything the DNC said. They thought this would help win the election. But the burglars were clumsy spies. It took them four tries before they managed to bug the phones. And before they got out, a security guard caught them and called the police. Soon, the burglars were arrested.
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			Hunt and Liddy had been watching the burglars from a hotel room across the street. When they saw the police arrive, they fled. But they were in such a rush, they left behind some clues—papers with Hunt’s name on them.

			The Watergate break-in was reported in the newspapers. At first, Richard wasn’t worried. He hadn’t asked Hunt and Liddy to commit this crime. And he didn’t think it could be tied to him.
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			But little by little, more details came out. The FBI began to investigate. So did reporters from the Washington Post. Soon it became clear that people who worked in the White House—Richard’s closest advisers—were involved. They might not have known about the Watergate break-in in advance, but they knew soon after. And they all lied about it to cover it up.

			Richard himself wasn’t sure what to do. One minute, he said that they should come clean and tell the truth. He knew cover-ups were a mistake. The next minute, he told Haldeman to find a way to shut down the FBI investigation.

			Meanwhile, the election was nearing. Richard was way ahead of McGovern in the polls. Everywhere Richard went, people chanted and cheered, shouting, “Four more years!”
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			On November 7, the country voted to keep Richard in the White House for a second term. He won by one of the biggest landslides in history.

			The Watergate scandal seemed to fade into the past.

			Except it didn’t. Two reporters from the Washington Post were still working on it. Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein kept trying to find the truth. The more they reported in the newspaper, the more it looked like President Nixon might have been involved. How could his staff members be spending campaign money without Richard knowing about it?
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					Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein

				
			
			In January 1973, the Watergate burglars were put on trial. They were all found guilty and sent to jail. But the judge made an unusual statement at the end. He said he thought other people in the White House were also involved. In a way, he was pointing a finger at the president.
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			Eventually, the truth leaked out. John Dean started talking. He told the government prosecutors that Haldeman had a secret fund of hush money—money he was paying to the burglars to keep them quiet. Pretty soon, it was clear that Haldeman and Ehrlichman were part of the cover-up, too.
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			President Nixon forced Dean, Haldeman, and Ehrlichman to resign. If they took the blame, maybe Richard would be safe.

			But firing them wasn’t enough to save Richard’s presidency.

			In May 1973, a special prosecutor was appointed—a man named Archibald Cox. His job was to find out the whole truth about Watergate. That same month, the Senate began to hold hearings. The hearings were broadcast on TV all day for thirty-seven days. Millions of Americans watched them.

			
				[image: ]
			

			One day, a shocking piece of information came out. An assistant to the president revealed that there was a secret recording system at the White House. It recorded all the conversations Richard had in the Oval Office.

			Instantly, the special prosecutor wanted to hear those tapes.

			Richard didn’t want the public—or anyone—to hear them. He thought about erasing them, but he didn’t. Maybe the tapes would prove that he was innocent?

			For months, Richard refused to give the tapes to Archibald Cox. Finally, a court said Richard had to turn them over. Instead, Richard decided to get rid of Cox! He ordered the two top men in the Justice Department to fire Cox. Both men refused. They resigned rather than do it. It became known as the Saturday Night Massacre. A massacre is when a lot of people are wiped out at once.

			When the public heard what President Nixon had done, they guessed he had something to hide. Voters turned against him.
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			Meanwhile, a new special prosecutor was appointed to replace Cox. His name was Leon Jaworski. He wanted to hear the White House tapes, too.

			In November 1973, President Nixon held a press conference. He told reporters, “I’m not a crook.”
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			In July 1974, the Supreme Court ruled that Richard had to turn over the tapes. But eighteen minutes of the sound had been erased. Richard’s loyal secretary, Rose Mary Woods, said she had “accidentally” erased them.

			In any case, the tapes showed that Richard and Haldeman had tried to cover up the truth about the Watergate burglaries. Worse yet, they revealed Richard talking about crushing his enemies at any cost. He talked nastily about Jewish people and black people. He sounded like a person no one could like or admire.

			Worst of all, the tapes proved that Richard had committed a crime. He told John Dean to go ahead and use the hush money. Hunt was paid $75,000 to keep quiet. Richard also told Haldeman to get the FBI to drop the case. Both of those things were against the law. They were obstruction of justice, which means “preventing justice.”
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			Three days later, a committee in the House of Representatives took the first steps to impeach President Nixon.

			Richard didn’t want to be impeached. It would be humiliating. Instead, he chose to resign.

			On August 8, 1974, he appeared on TV to announce he was leaving. Before the speech, he had been weeping while his TV makeup was applied. After the speech, he went upstairs in the White House to hug his family. He was so upset, his whole body shook.
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			The next day at noon, President Nixon walked out of the White House for the last time. Before he left, he made a speech to the staff, saying, “Always give your best, never get discouraged, never be petty.” Then he and his family stepped into a helicopter that was waiting to take them away.

			Richard turned at the last minute to wave goodbye to the crowds. He threw both his arms up and made a V with his fingers. It was the V for victory that Ike had used during World War II. But it was also the peace sign that hippies and protesters had always used.

			No one thought Richard Nixon was leaving in victory or peace.

			That day, Vice President Gerald Ford took over as president.
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				Impeachment

				Impeachment is the way presidents and other government officials can be removed from office if they commit crimes or abuse their power. Impeachment starts when the House of Representatives votes to put someone on trial. The trial itself is held in the Senate. The Senate votes as to whether the person is guilty and must leave office.

				Andrew Johnson was the first president to be impeached. Bill Clinton was the second. Neither was voted out of office. In December of 2019, Donald Trump became the third president to be impeached.
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						Bill Clinton
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						Donald Trump

					
				
			
			President Ford soon decided to pardon Richard for any crimes he may have committed. That meant Richard would not be brought to trial. President Ford wanted the whole messy era of Watergate to be over so the country could move on.

			But the men who had followed Richard’s orders and covered up Watergate were never pardoned. Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Colson, and more than a dozen others spent time in prison.

			Richard Nixon spent the last twenty years of his life trying to repair his reputation. In 1977, he did a series of interviews with a talk show host named David Frost. Millions of people watched.
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			Richard wrote nine books during the last part of his life. He also traveled around the world, gave speeches, and met with foreign leaders. He wasn’t exactly beloved or forgiven after the disgrace of Watergate. But he wasn’t hated quite as much, either.
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					Former US presidents Clinton, H. W. Bush, Reagan, Carter, Ford, and the former first ladies attend Nixon’s funeral

				
			
			In 1994, Richard Nixon had a stroke. He died four days later on April 22.

			President Bill Clinton spoke at his funeral. All the former presidents attended it. Thousands of people waited for hours to walk past his casket and pay their respects. The line was more than three miles long!

			When he was buried, a sentence from Richard Nixon’s first inaugural speech was carved on his tomb. It said: “The greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker.”

			Perhaps, by the end of his life, Americans had made peace with Richard Nixon at last.
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			Timeline of Richard Nixon’s Life

			1913 — Richard Milhous Nixon is born in California

			1937 — Graduates from Duke University School of Law

			1940 — Marries Pat Ryan

			1946 — The Nixons’ first daughter, Tricia, is born

			— Elected to Congress as a Republican from California

			1948 — Accuses Alger Hiss of being a communist spy

			— The Nixons’ second daughter, Julie, is born

			1952 — The Checkers speech is broadcast on TV

			— Elected vice president of the United States

			1956 — Reelected for second term as vice president

			1959 — Meets the communist leader Nikita Khrushchev in Moscow

			1960 — Runs for president against John F. Kennedy and loses

			1962 — Loses race for governor of California

			1968 — Elected president of the United States

			1970 — Creates the Environmental Protection Agency

			1972 — Makes an historic trip to Beijing, to open US relationships with China

			— The Watergate break-in occurs at the Democratic National Committee headquarters

			1974 — Resigns from the presidency

			1994 — Dies at the age of eighty-one

		

	
		
			Timeline of the World

			1912 — The Titanic sinks in the Atlantic Ocean

			1914 — World War I begins in Europe

			1920 — The Nineteenth Amendment that gives women the right to vote is ratified

			1929 — US stock market crashes

			1939 — Nazis invade Poland, starting World War II

			1945 — World War II ends

			1954 — Vietnam War begins

			1957 — Soviet Union launches Sputnik

			1963 — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. makes his “I Have a Dream” speech

			— President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas

			— Lyndon B. Johnson becomes president

			1968 — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated

			— Robert Kennedy is assassinated

			— Riots break out at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago

			1969 — United States lands a manned spacecraft on the moon

			— The Woodstock music festival is held

			1975 — The war in Vietnam ends

			1989 — The World Wide Web is invented

			1991 — The Soviet Union collapses as communism is overthrown
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